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HONORS THESIS ABSTRACT
No Child Left Behind has led to an under-emphasis in science and social studies due to a rise in
the emphasis on reading and math. As teaching experts we can use philosophies and practices
such as interdisciplinary education, differentiation, and inclusion to maximize the success of
individuals in a modern classroom. However, classroom teachers seem to have a discrepancy
about what these topics even mean, let alone how to implement them. With this in mind, I
designed a lesson plan that is interdisciplinary and addresses the needs of the inclusion
classroom and differentiates to ensure that all students are successful. This topic is important
because I have seen a clear disconnect between what I have read in articles and other
professional literature including what is taught in the classroom versus what I see in the schools
and implementation in the "real world." The discrepancy between theory and practice is an
immediate need in classrooms today and should be addressed. I used a series of qualitative
interviews to look deeper into the classrooms, and the make suggestions for clarification and
implementation. The biggest limitation in this project is that there is only a small sampling from
a limited region.
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Definitions
Accommodations- slight changes that are made to the presentation of material to help make it
more accessible to students with special education services without actually changing the
material covered or the expectations.
AYP- Adequate Yearly Progress is required through No Child Left Behind. These are the goals
set by the state as a percent success rate to ensure that all schools, will have all students at
or exceeding expectations by 2014.
Benchmark Testing- tests taken throughout the year that measure student learning with
quantifiable standards. The results of these tests are used to judge appropriate teaching in
preparation for the annual standardize-achievement test (such as ISAT).
Common Core Standards- a set of education standards that are being implemented nationwide
to provide high standards that will allow us to prepare our students for the future and
compete in the global economy, (for more information visit
http://www.corestandards.org/)
Differentiation- a philosophy in education where the teacher meets the educational and
motivational needs of the individual students
Diversity-all the different ways the students are different from one another
ELL- English language learners are students that speak a language other than English as their
native tongue.
English Proficiency- determined by the English Proficiency Test taken annually by all ELLs in
school, broken into categories of reading, writing, listening, and speaking. (For more
information visit http://www.wida.us/)
High Stakes Testing- tests that have important consequences for the test taker, teacher, and/or
schools.
IEP- Individualized Education Plans are used for students who receive special education services
that dictate what accommodations or modifications need to be made in the classroom for a
particular student.
Inclusion- a classroom where students receive special education in the general education
classroom instead of being pulled out of the classroom for services.
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Interdisciplinary- a teaching method that connects all of the subjects instead of teaching the
subjects separately
ISAT- the standardized test used in Illinois to determine AYP for NCLB
NCLB- No Child Left Behind is a federal mandate the provides money for schools who are able
to meet the certain expectation in math and reading, have research based curriculums and
practices, and qualified instructors.
Pull-out- a model of special education where the students are taken out of the classroom to
receive special education services
Push-in- a model of special education where the special education teacher comes into the
general education classroom to provide special education services
Scaffolding- supports provided to students who are not quite independent in a particular area
to help them be successful and learn to become independent
Single Discipline- each subject is taught independently from the other subject areas
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The Problem
Over the last few years I have been taking class after class telling me all about teaching
w
w

and learning theory and how best to reach the students I will be instructing. I have worked in
schools and completed my clinical experiences and seen what the schools are doing in the "real

'a*'
world." I was astounded by the disconnect between what is happening in the schools and what
is being taught to future teachers. Somewhere, something is getting lost in translation, and as a
result many classrooms are unable to meet the demands of a modern classroom. I was inspired
to take a closer look and sit down with some of these teachers and determine where this
disconnect is taking place, and attempt to make a connection.
W
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The Modern Classroom is...

W
Vae*

The modern classroom is driven by diversity and demands. Beyond the control of the
teacher is a new environment that can be a challenge to work within. Schools are becoming

V— h/

increasingly less homogeneous. Diversity covers a wide variety of topics. Students are coming
into schools from other counties; they have different cultures due to race, religion, or region.
Students come from different socioeconomic statuses (SES) and family compositions. They
learn differently and have different skills, strengths and weaknesses. In addition, increasing
numbers of students with special needs are being kept in the classroom. These are just a few of
the ways students differ. Each student is an individual, and as teachers we are expected to be
able to address each student where they are. The school administration and government are
w
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demanding. There is an increased amount of administrative control in the classroom, more
requirements to become a teacher, more regimented curriculums.

The stakes are high; if

teachers cannot keep up, they lose jobs, schools lose funding, or even get shut down all
together.

NCLB and High Stakes Testing
No Child Left Behind (NCLB) has been a leader in changes made in the classroom. NCLB
is part of a political movement that has been going on for quite some time now. The name has
changed and the specifics altered, but the general principles have remained the same. Most
recently, with the adoption of the name No Child Left Behind lead by George W. Bush and other
nonpartisan leaders, there has been a new push.
attempting to hold teachers more accountable.

With this particular act, the public is

The certifications required to teach have

become more rigorous and rigid, and students were required to be tested annually. NCLB put a
plan in place for teachers to eventually have 100% of students meeting or exceeding
expectations. President Obama recently has introduced a new part to the puzzle as well, which
allows for more leniency in the 100% success rate expectation. According to the press release
on September 23, 2011, reemphasizing the prior name, The Elementary and Secondary
Education Act, Education Secretary Arne Duncan said, "We want to get out of the way and give
states and districts flexibility to develop locally-tailored solutions to their educational
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challenges while protecting children and holding schools accountable for better preparing
young people for college and careers." (Office of the Press Secretary, the White House)

w

However, the major concern with NCLB is the large emphasis that is placed on student
performance on high stakes testing. One fifth grade teacher explained the problem with this by

w

comparing students to a factory when he recounted when he was first introduced to NCLB.

NCLB was originally presented to teachers at NIU in the Carl Sandberg auditorium I will
never forget the presentation. I don't know if it was a power point or just an overhead,
but they had the list of the years and the percentage of the students that would meet or
exceed. And every year that percentage goes up and that by 2014 we would be at 100%
w

of our students making benchmark, either meet or exceed on the ISAT tests. I will never
forget the eruption that the crowd made when they saw that eventually our students
will become perfect, because we all knew how unrealistic that was. The gains, or rather
the small gains, that we have made at this time in 2012, probably [put us at] about 80%
and were still sitting at about the same percentage we started. It's a little bit better than
it was when this whole NCLB started. We as teachers all pretty much agree that we're
not dealing with factory parts and we can't compare it to like working the piece rate
system where we get our pay by determining how many of these we build. These are
humans, where some are a lot more motivated then others and there's some we have
not been able to reach no matter how hard we try.
When faced with these challenges, administrations have tried a variety of techniques to
ensure that their schools are not falling behind because of all the severe consequences that
happen in response to not making AYP (adequate yearly progress). Some responses I have
seen/heard of in my own observations include: getting new basals or curriculums that are
written with prep for the ISAT in mind, taking time out of class to have direct instruction on
testing strategies, using ISAT practice tests and prep activities, constantly connecting class to
9 |P a g e
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ISAT examples and techniques, increasing the time spent on math and reading (because these
are the only subjects tested for AYP). The end result is that classrooms become more about
testing than learning.

Educators and administrators have to be aware that when it comes to

education, money matters.

In order to pay for the school and needed resources money

provided by programs like NCLB is needed. So as a result, high stakes testing takes precedence
over other education goals.

In a study conducted by Cawelti (2006), it was determined that there are three main
effects to the high stakes testing of NCLB. The curriculum becomes skewed toward math and
reading, teachers become discouraged, and it becomes more about how to work the numbers
instead of about the learning.

Not to mention students become statistics and individual

student needs can become neglected. He also gives us some very interesting statistics. On
average 75% of the school day is spent on reading and math. This is consistent with what I was
personally seeing in the classroom and district policies.

Also 71% of school districts reduced

instructional time in at least one other subject to make more time for math and reading, and
according to Krenek (2012), "classroom time spent on subjects such as social studies, science,
and the arts has been reduced 32 percent." This was also consistent with what I was hearing in
my interviews with teachers. The teachers are not expected to do menial, mindless tasks.
Therefore, "the test and punish strategy and resulting narrowed curriculum, don't appear to be
helping schools or teachers close achievement gaps. They also aren't serving to motivate
teachers or improve the system." Finally, one point that is often over looked is made by Forrest
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(2004) when he states, "Although NCLB provides for the implementation of research-based
programs to help meet high academic standards, any mention of biliteracy, bicultural, and
bilingual programs is excluded." So even though there is no mention of it in NCLB, we still need
to keep these ideas in mind as we help our diverse students compete in high stakes testing
W

situations.

Teacher Perceptions
I sat and talked with several teachers about their students and how they perceive some
of the current trends in the classroom. I was amazed to discover how different teachers had
different perspectives of some of the same terms and that their perceptions were so different
from what is being taught in the school and presented in research.

Specifically, I noticed

differing perceptions on differentiation, inclusion, diversity, and subjects. It is hard to address
these concerns when there is no consensus about what they mean.

Differentiation
Despite the clear definitions and descriptions of differentiation available to teachers
today, many teachers seem unclear about what it is and how it is used. Teachers seem to
believe that differentiation is simply provided the accommodations described in Individual
Educational Plan (lEPs).

During one interview when asked what differentiation is, the teacher

said, "What it means is I should really take that one kid with an IEP when he's not with other
teachers take lessons and make them simplified instead of having an open ended question give
1 1 1P a g e
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Multiple choice type questions so they can succeed."

Alternatively, another teacher expressed that differentiation is about, "Taking whatever topic it
is we are studying and try to do it a level that the child can be able to access it in their ability
level."

There is a strong emphasis on differentiation adjusting the processes of acquiring

knowledge to adjust for ability. These same elements were emphasized again and again.

Inclusion
Another discussion was about the meaning of an inclusion classroom. One teacher is in
a self-contained bilingual classroom. She has two students with lEPs for speech services. She
was going to be attending an IEP meeting for a student to decide if the student needed services
for a learning disability. When asked if her classroom was an inclusion classroom, she said no,
unless the meeting determines that the student requires services, and then it will be.

The other teachers were in similar circumstances.

They were in general education

classrooms with a couple students who had lEPs. They had no students who were English
language learners (ELLs) or had physical disabilities because students who required these
services were put into other schools that were more able to address their specific needs. The
students with lEPs were pulled out of the classroom to receive their services. Students were
pulled from class for each service they needed, so some were gone for a half hour a day and
others were gone for hours working with several different teachers and missing large portions
of the material they were expected to know in the general education classroom. Despite the
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similar circumstances in which the teachers worked, they saw themselves on different parts of
the inclusion spectrum. One teacher said that yes, she was definitely an inclusion classroom
because instruction was expected to be for the entire class, and the students were only taken
out for assistance on the same topics covered in class.

Another teacher said she was an

inclusion classroom because she had students with lEPs in her classroom. However, another
teacher said no, she did not have an inclusion classroom because students were sent away for
services.

Diversity
Diversity can be defined in many different ways. However, when I asked teachers what
diversity was like in their classroom I usually get one of two answers: racial diversity or ability.
\me>
Some teachers had even responded by telling me how many students with lEPs they have in
their classes. It is as if diversity is some sort of data calculation. When I asked, "What kind of
diversity do you have in your classroom?" only data and numbers were provided by the
teachers. For example, teachers responded with the number of students with lEPs, the percent
W

of racial minorities, and students performing above and below grade level.

Subjects
At the district level, the teachers were given instructions on how much time to spend on
each subject. They were assigned basals which were organized by subject one basal for math,
another for reading. To go along with NCLB, the only subjects that really matter are math and
13 | P a g e
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reading. If other subjects are to be incorporated, they may be covered in whatever time is left
after the after the assigned material and specials (classes such as physical education, art,
keyboarding) are completed.

Prior to NCLB, teachers had more control over the material

covered, but now with benchmarking and ISAT it was determined that a more unified
curriculum was needed. The teachers are given instructions that dictate pacing and coverage of
material.

Recommendations
Interdisciplinary Education
Studies have shown that "the single discipline (or subject-at-a-time approach...)
fragments a student's world view and restricts rather than promotes his understanding of
himself, his culture, and the world." (Burchell, 1971) Education is more successful when it is
treated as a whole. Life is not divided into subjects; students are more motivated when they
can see connections to their own lives and benefits of the topics learned. The overemphasis of
math and language arts has led to disconnected education. These topics in and of themselves
are strategies, tools to be applied in a variety of ways. It is not enough to simply learn how to
do a math problem if there is no application to real life.

By adopting an interdisciplinary

approach to education, the skills learned for math and reading are presented in a way that is
applicable and motivating for students These skills are used in conjunction with the topics
discussed in science and social studies, and they become the tools of learning needed

in the
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real world. This also allows students to develop the necessary skills needed to be successful in
careers and in college.

w

Inclusion Classroom Adaptations
Over the last several decades, there has also been a movement toward Inclusion
classrooms. In the past, students with disabilities and those who qualified for special education
services were removed from the classroom and received services in a special education class.
Sometimes the students were in the special education classroom for most or all of the day.
However, the direction that is being pushed and supported today is to keep these students in
the general education classroom. This was a response to The Individuals with Disabilities Act in
1990. Although there has been some reluctance for full inclusion, despite the research and
laws passed that support it, consensus among teachers and administration is that inclusion is
the direction education is taking. However, there are support systems that need to be in place
and teachers that need to be well prepared.

One of the most effective methods of providing special education services is through a
push- in model as opposed to a pull- out model. With this method, the special education
teacher works in conjunction with the general education teacher to ensure that students are
getting all of the service and assistance needed without having to leave the classroom and
missing what is going on there.

15 | P a g e
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A more indirect aspect of an inclusion classroom includes students who speak other
languages in the classroom. Accommodations need to be made for these students as well as
they learn the material and the classroom skills in conjunction with learning a new language.
Holt (1993) states, "For language acquisition to occur, simple exposure to the language is not
enough." Educators need to be providing students with opportunities to interact and use their
language skills, while providing needed guidance.

Differentiation
Finally, all through the education system, the term differentiation is being tossed
around. The leader in the field of differentiation is Carol Thomlinson. According to Thomlinson
(2000), differentiation is "whenever a teacher reaches out to an individual or small group to
vary his or her teaching in order to create the best learning experience possible, that teacher is
differentiating instruction." There are four types of differentiation: through content, process,
product, or environment. It is not, as sometimes believed, limited to ability accommodations.
Education needs to be personalized for all of students bringing the topics to them on their level.
In order to differentiate, teachers need to know their students; they need to pre-assess and
survey them to know how students learn best. Therefore, teachers will be able to provide
options which challenge students and maximize their learning.

W ’*
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Putting It A ll Together
To demonstrate howto incorporate, all of these principles, I have put together a sample

lac/
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lesson plan from a unit on the US Constitution. In this lesson plan, it is assumed that the
classroom is a modern classroom. There are students at every level, some being ELL or having
lEPs with a variety of different backgrounds and learning styles. Because of this diversity, a
variety of techniques were used. In order to help with ELLs and those who may have ADHD or
other disabilities, the whole exercise emphasizes visual learning, hands-on activities,
cooperative learning, and active engagement and application.

Additionally, higher level

thinking skills are emphasized to provide challenges and opportunities for application for all
W

students at all levels. The students are encouraged to draw conclusions for themselves and are
provided appropriate scaffolding.

The modern classroom in addition to being diverse is also

demanding. Cawelti (2006) suggests that to combat some of the side effects of NCLB, like
skewing curriculums, burned out teachers, and number games, we need to move off of high
stakes testing and instead focus on a common curriculum. "Ultimately public schools must
offer a common curriculum that helps perfect a democratic society and that provides all
students with a broad array of knowledge and skills for success both in and out of school." In
many states they have adopted the common core standards help to ensure that all classrooms
cover the same material. In order to fit with these demanding expectations, the common core
standards were used to provide direction, and when unavailable, state standards were used.
All the subjects work in conjunction with one another in a united fashion.

Krenek (2012)
17 | P a g e
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advises that a "common core curriculum will focus more on boosting other subjects while
teaching these two key subjects (math and reading)." These standards will therefore help drive
us toward a more interdisciplinary classroom.

Parti
This part is grouped according to diverse learning. In the group experience, the students
are encouraged to find a role that emphasizes their own strengths and work together as a team
to accomplish a task.

The students who require special education services are able to

participate with the goal of emphasizing their strengths rather than their challenges For
instance, a student with a reading based learning disability who is good at art would be able to
provide an artistic touch to the maps and graphs and emphasize their visual skills.

Part H
This part of the lesson involves role playing. Instead of having the students put under
pressure in front of the class, they are able to work together and devise a plan that supports
each other. The idea is to emphasize the ability to compromise and the importance it plays in
the formation of the Constitution. Students with ADHD or have a hard time staying on task will
be more successful because they are encouraged to talk and work amongst their peers; this
allows them to be active participants. They reflect compare, and contrast while working on
their verbal skills.

With ELLs it is important to emphasize all types of learning and

communication, so they need a chance to speak, read, write, and listen. Holt (1993) reminds
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educators that "effective second language teaching programs give students extensive

vav
interactive experience that allows them to express ideas and exchange information." This is
exactly the kind of experience that is promoted through this type of role playing activity.

Part III
\am>
The students in this section are working in small groups. The rest of the class has the
opportunity to work on seat work or other independent activities while the teacher gets to
work in a more individualized center. The groups will be organized by ability and then split into
cross-ability skills. The groups with at the lower levels of English proficiency will have additional
accommodations like writing plan templates. Another recommendation would be to alter the
lesson and provide leveled readers to the students on the topic

Part IV
Students love to have choice in this lesson, and choice is provided for them. They get to
choose their partners, and this lesson also emphasizes application. It is a great assessment to
show how multiplying fractions had a direct impact on their lives. It is a relatively easy task but
also allows the students to connect the lesson to their own lives.
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The Lesson:
Unit: The American Constitution
Key Standard:
14.A.2
Explain the importance of fundamental concepts expressed and implied in major
documents including the Declaration of Independence, the United States Constitution and the
Illinois Constitution.
Key Objectives:
Explain the key ideas that led to and were incorporated into the creation of the United States
Constitution. Compare and Contrast how these ideas were viewed in 1787 vs. today.
Class information:
These lesson plans are designed with a 4th grade, diverse classroom in mind. It is assumed that
there are diverse learners, diverse ethnicities and background, diverse skills. There are
students with lEPs and students who are ELLs.
Lesson Plan: Population Data and the 3/5th Compromise
Standards:
Science
ll.A .2 c Construct charts and visualizations to display data.
ll.A .2 d Use data to produce reasonable explanations.
Social Science
14.D.2 Explain ways that individuals and groups influence and shape public policy.
14.F.2
Identify consistencies and inconsistencies between expressed United States
political traditions and ideas and actual practices (e.g., freedom of speech, right to bear
arms, slavery, voting rights).
16.A.2c Ask questions and seek answers by collecting and analyzing data from historic
documents, images and other literary and non-literary sources.
Mathematics
CC.4.NF.4c Solve word problems involving multiplication of a fraction by a whole
number, e.g., by using visual fraction models and equations to represent the problem.
21 | P a g e
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For example, if each person at a party will eat 3/8 of a pound of roast beef, and there
will be 5 people at the party, how many pounds of roast beef will be needed? Between
what two whole numbers does your answer lie?
Language Arts
CC.4.R.I.1 Key Ideas and Details: Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining
what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
CC.4.R.I.7 Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: Interpret information presented visually,
orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or
interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the information contributes to an
understanding of the text in which it appears.
CC.4.R.I.9 Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: Integrate information from two texts on
the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably.
CC.4.SL.1 Comprehension and Collaboration: Engage effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners
on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly.
CC.4.SL.l.a Comprehension and Collaboration: Come to discussions prepared, having
read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other
information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion.
CC.4.SL.l.b Comprehension and Collaboration: Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions
and carry out assigned roles.
CC.4.SL.1.C Comprehension and Collaboration: Pose and respond to specific questions to
clarify or follow up on information, and make comments that contribute to the
discussion and link to the remarks of others.
CC.4.SL.l.d Comprehension and Collaboration: Review the key ideas expressed and
explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion.
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Objectives:
P a r ti
Analyze data and construct a chart from a primary resource to draw conclusions about
the balance of power and population in the late 1700s during the construction of the
constitution (11.A.2C, ll.A .2 d , 16.A.2c, CC.4.R.I.7).

W

Part 2
Students will use data and information to role play about compromise and be able to
explain the importance of compromise during the formation of the constitution using
the 3/5th compromise as the basis (14.D.2, 14.F.2, CC.4.SL.1, CC.4.SL.l.a, CC.4.SL.l.b,
C C 4 .S L .lx , CC.4.SL.l.d).

Part 3
Read selected texts about the 3/5th compromise and compare and contrast how
students in class solved the problem verses how the problem was solved in the late
1700. Draw conclusions about the quality of their compromise. (CC.4.R.I.1, CC.4.R.I.9)
Part 4
Analyze about what it means to be 3/5th of a person using math and logic skills, reason
about the moral implications and consistency with constitutional ideals (CC.4.NF.4c)
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Background Information:
It is assumed the students will have already had lessons that discuss what slavery
means, the moral implications, and how it was a part of the country at its formation.
They also need to know the importance of population in the constitution and how it is
used to determine the number of representatives.
They should know how to multiply by fractions, this should be a quick review and
application.
Materials:
U.S. Census of 1790 (the first US census) population documents copied for each student
Paper and drawing supplies (graph paper, maps, etc)
Role play sticks (Popsicle sticks in red and blue with the state names on them
Set up of chairs (possibly decorated w/ costumes available for atmosphere to help the
students get into their roles)
A History of US: From Colonies to Country pg. 174
Story of the Constitution: Ch. 3: From Compromise to Constitution
Grouping:
Part 1: Groups of 4 with mixed learning styles.
Part 2: 2 groups selected randomly by a drawing. The 13 original states will be put on a
colored card. Each student will select their card which will assign them their role
and their color team. (For example, in a class of 26 there would be a blue team and
a read team. If the class is not a multiple of 13 (ex 30), then create additional
representatives for some of the larger states, it doesn't matter which team they are
on because the teams do not need to be even.)
Part 3: Groups of 6 and pairing English proficient students with students who have low
English proficiency.

w

w

Part 4: Groups of 2 selected by student choice.
w

w
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Procedures:

Noe'

vaW

W

MB'
W

W
Vaml

W

Part 1: Data Analysis
We have been studying the creation of the Constitution and what life was like in
the late 1700s. Today we are going to start a new project We are going to look
at a primary source. Who can tell me what a primary source is?
A primary source is some a document that was actually created during the time
by someone who actually experienced what they were writing about. It can also
be objects or things like that that are from that time.
The primary source we are going to look at today is a census from 1790. Who
can tell me what a census is?
A collection of population data collected from the government.
Why would population data be important in our discussion of the Constitution?
What would use population data?
Population is used to determine how many representatives each state will have
in the House of Representatives.
I am going to put you into groups. I want each group to put together a graph
and a map fo r this information. Each group is going to look at selected parts of
the population to make their graph and map. You will be making a bar/plot
graph of your information as well as creating a map using a color key to show
which states will have larger/smaller populations. When you have created your
visuals we will put them all together and see what conclusions we can make.
Each group member needs to have their own specific role. On a piece of paper
discuss and record what each member's role is. For example: April is in charge of
doing the math. Do you have any questions? i will be available fo r assistance as
need and will be coming around to each group.
Groups:
Just free men over 16
All free men
Free men and women
Free men over 16 and women
Free men, women, and other persons
Free Men over 16, women, and other persons
Free Men over 16, women, other persons, slaves
Total all

25 | P a g e

Mbs'
W

The Modern Classroom: Counteracting the Effects of High Stakes Testing in an Inclusive School

Velvette Wickham

May 4, 2012

On the Census chart how many Districts do you notice? How many states were in
the original United States? Can we analyze the map and to determine how to
calculate the data?
Vermont was part of New York.
Maine was part of Massachusetts
Kentucky was part of Virginia
After all the groups have finished their graphs and maps, make copies and
distribute them to everyone in class.
In your groups discuss the following:
What are some of the observations you made? Compare and contrast the data
on the different charts. How does the data change based on the different groups
included?
When they decide how many representatives are from each state would it matter
who was included when determining population?
As a state what do you want from the population data?

w

I recommend you delegate a recorder to help you remember your observations
and share them with the class.
Discuss as a class.
The conclusion: States want to have the most power. They want to have the
greatest percent of delegates possible.
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Part 2: Role Play (strategy from Effective Teaching in Elementary Social Studies by Tom
V. Savage and David G. Armstrong)
1. Define the Conflict: By looking at the data and trying to put yourself into the
time decide on who should be counted toward population when it comes to
calculating the number of representatives for the state in Congress.
2. Develop the Characters: Each student will be assigned a state that they will
represent. They will have their information from part one and prior
knowledge available to them to reflect on.
3. Introduce to class and assign roles
We are going to be doing a role play. in this activity we are going to
pretend that we are members of the constitutional convention writing the
constitution. Today we have come to discuss an issue that has led to
conflict As you know, the House of Representatives is part of Congress
and they make the laws of the land. The number of representatives in
each state is chosen by population. However, today we need to decide
who should be counted to determine the population and come up with
representatives. We have looked at several categories of populations and
analyzed how they would affect the distribution of power. Today you are
going to get to represent a state. Each one of you is going to work
together with members of your group and try to come up with a
compromise on how to count population. First we are going to break into
two groups and each person will find out what state they will represent
Then, you will get into your groups and plan what you will be doing on
stage. After you have had time to discuss and work things out you will
get a chance to come up here on stage. You are going to put on a kind of
play. Three things need to happen: You are going to present, as your
characters, your position. You will then propose solutions and finally
come to a compromise. Your decision needs to be unanimous, that means
everyone needs to agree to the solution. You HAVE to come to a solution.
Do you have any questions?
4. Perform: The first group will present
5. Discuss and Evaluate
What did you notice about their convention?
Were they able to come to a consensus?
What did they do well?
What could they have improved on?
6. Reenact: After a few minutes to discuss and reflect on the previous
performance the second group will present.
7. Final Decision comparing and contrasting
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How did this group approach the convention differently?
How were they the same?
What were their strengths and weaknesses?
8. Debrief on what was learned
What did you learn from this activity?
How hard was it to come to a consensus?
How did you come up with your solutions?
Do you think every group would come up with the same compromises?
The real constitutional convention had 55 delegates. Several from each
state. How do you think this would affect their conference?
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Part 3: 3/5th Compromise
This is a small group activity. The teacher will work with students grouped into
groups of 6 of mixed English proficiency.
We have now looked at how populations influence power and the importance of
compromise when considering the Constitution but we have not learned what our
founding fathers decided. I have two small articles that describe what they
decided that we are going to read.
Read both passages. The first can be read aloud in the small group, the second is
read with their partner.
What was the main issue that they were concerned about when it came to
calculating population?
Slavery
Why do you think that is the case?
Here I have a graph using the same data that we used before from the census.
This is an area map comparing the populations including slavery and excluding
slavery. The states are organized from North to South.

Citing from the articles who can tell me who wanted to count slaves in the
population count? South
Why do you think they took that side?
Why did the North not want to count slaves?
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Why do you think they chose the fraction 3/5th?
What are your thoughts on the 3/5ths compromise? Do you think this was a
good solution? Why?
Today we will be doing a writing prompt based on what we have done so far:
What are your thoughts on the 3/5ths Compromise? Was it innovative or amoral
or both or neither? Why?
Students will work together with their partner. As a teacher it is important to
ensure that the students should be helping each other. There should be
discussion. The students with Low English Proficiency should be the leaders on
this project and the challenge is for the high English proficiency students to
accurately describe how and why to do certain writing skills, not just take over
the project. Discussion should be shared and mutual. For those who need
additional support, a template can be provided to help provide scaffolding for
the students.

w
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Name____________________________________________
The 3/5ths compromise was a ____________________________ choice because
1. _______________________________________________________________

VaB

2.

W

w

3.

This makes me feel

because

'em*

W

I think that the 3/5ths compromise
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Part 4 : 3/5th Fraction
So what does it mean to have 3/5th of a population? We are going to look at
what that means. On the 1790 census there is a column fo r slavery population.
Working with a partner you will be calculating 3/5th of each of these slave
populations. But how are we going to do that? Multiply the population by 3/5th
Review how to multiply by fractions.
Sample problem:
87,548 x 3/5th
1. Make an estimation
90,000 x Vi =45,000 so it should be a little more than that
2. Divide the population into 5 equal groups
87,548/5=17,509 r 3 round up to 17,510 (can use any method desired, but
not a calculator)
3. Take 3 of the equal groups to make 3/5th
17,510x3=52,530
Complete the calculation on a piece of paper labeling each state as you do it.
Conclusion
What conclusions can we draw?
What have you learned from studying the 3/5th Compromise?
Do you think there were other compromises in the constitutional convention?
Do you think if we were writing the Constitution today we would have the same
disagreements?
What disagreements might we have?
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Assessment:
Part 1
Graph Checklist
____ 13 colonies are labeled
____ appropriate scale selected
____ data is recorded properly (5 pts-1 pt. loss per mistake)
____ accurate title and labels
Map Checklist
____ 13 colonies are labeled
____ appropriate key labeled with assigned colors to ranges
____ data is recorded properly (5 pts-1 pt. loss per mistake)
____ accurate title
Part 2
Presentation Rubric
Presenting your
position

Discussion of
ideas

A consensus was
reached

2
You as an
individual clearly
and accurately
presented your
stance on the
issue
At least 2 ideas for
compromise were
suggested and
discussed
Everyone was able
to come to a
unanimous
decision

1
Your stance was
unclear

0
Your stance was
not presented

1 idea was
suggested for
compromise and
discussed
A decision was
reached but it was
not unanimous

Ideas were not
discussed for
compromise
A decision could
not be reached
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Part 3
Writing Prompt
Keywords

Take a stance

Supporting details

Grammar

Spelling,
capitalization,
punctuation
/10 points

2
Keywords from
the question
are used to
provide a clear
topic
A clear stance is
taken
throughout the
paper
Appropriate
supporting
details are used
to support the
stance
(Minimum of 3)
There are less
than 2
grammatical
errors
There are 0-1
errors.

1
Words from the
question was
used but the
topic is unclear

0
No keywords
were used

The stance is
unclear or goes
back and forth

No stance is
taken

The details are
unclear or less
than three were
used

There are no
supporting details

There are
between 3 and 7
errors.

There are more
than 7 errors.

There are 2-3
errors.

There are more
than 3 errors.

w

w

Part 4

w
Calculating populations
1 point for each correct problem for a total of 13 points

w
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Interviews
I interviewed 4 teachers over the course of a week.

I interviewed 1 blingual classroom

educator, 3 general education teachers, 3 female, 1 male, 1 kindergarden teacher, 1 third grade
teacher, 1 fourth grade teacher, 1 fifth grade teacher. All of the teachers teach in Illinois. Each
interview lasted between five and ten minutes. Some of the teachers I have had the experience
Vsa^

of working with in their classroom and have been able to observe practices as well.

Interview 1
How long have you been teaching?
I've been in the classroom for 4 years.
W

What grades do you/have you taught?
I have taught 2nd, 3rd split, 1st grade, and kindergarten
Did you have any experience in the classroom before NCLB?

Van*

Yes, I was a teacher assistant before NCLB.
Did you notice any changes in your classroom between before NCLB and how they are run
now?

w

Well, I can say that the certifications and all the tests that the teachers have to take now

w

in order to be in the classroom is more, there's more requirements now than before.

w
V*®-1

I know right now you work in a kindergarten classroom, right?
Yes.
And so your children don't actually take the ISAT. Because that hasn't started yet. But does ISAT
play a role in how you teach in your classroom? Do you do any prep work in kindergarten for
what will be coming later?
We are comfortable in kindergarten, 1st grade, 2nd grade for the students going in 3rd
grade we do have common assessments we identify the skills the students need to
improve and the areas that they haven't mastered. So we do that at the grade level. We
also have cross grade level meetings in order to identify the requirements or skills that
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they need in the following grade. In my case 1st grade. And when the report comes back
from ISAT we do share the information and analyze the date and decide what to do in
order to improve the scores even if it's in 3rd grade it starts in kindergarten.
How does your classroom address science and social studies?
Unfortunately because my class is a self-contained bi-lingual class room. I do have 60
min of ESL, that's a block I have to do every day. That takes time from science and social
studies in the classrooms, the other classrooms they don't have the ESL block, because
there're in English. So my 60 min block of ESL takes time from Science and Social
Studies. The good thing is like the reach the ESL curriculum has Science, Social Studies
and Math at the integrated. But right now I only have a 20 min block for Science and
Social Studies Mondays and Tuesdays.
What kinds of diversity do you have in your classroom?
100% of my students are Hispanics. 97% of my students are from Mexico either they
come as newcomers or their parents are from Mexico. Some of them were born here
but their 1st language at home is Spanish.
Would you say differentiation plays a role in your classroom? If so how?
Definitely. But not by language. Even is ESL there is proficiency levels. Some students
have higher proficiency levels in reading, speaking, listening, and writing. So I do have to
??

the proficiency levels. But for other skills. Yes. I have to.

What does differentiation mean to you?
What we do and why I say we is because we work in PLC Professional Learning
Communities. We annalize data. We have common assessments and we have to identify
the skills that the students need to Improve and we create flexible group space in those
skills. It can be ?, it can be writing, reading, high frequency words, math, So there's a lot
of skills that we look at in the group. We look at the data and we create flexible groups.
So that's how we differentiate. Small groups, individual needs. If only one student has a
need in a certain area I still have to provide for that one student.
Would you classify your classroom as an inclusion classroom? Why or why not?
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In terms of Special ED? I do have students with IP's but only speech. I do not have
students with IP's

in other areas even though actually tomorrow I have an IP meeting

with one of my students for other learning disabilities. So eventually if she qualifies for
services I will have an IP student in my classroom.
Have you ever worked in a non-inclusion classroom where students with any sort of disability
would be pulled out of your classroom and put into a Special Ed program?
I have been where students were removed from my classroom. Yes. They have gone to
a special ed classroom. They had been provided Special Ed services.
How would you compare like having the student in your class with having them pulled out? Do
you think there is one way better than another?
When you pull a student out, the student is missing something in the classroom. It
doesn't matter in what part of the day you pull them out a student is still going to miss
N
ot'

something that is important. The way to address that is

??? a student out of the

classroom with an assistant to teach the student in the classroom so the student doesn't
NOT

miss any important part of the day.
How is your classroom different because of the special education students?
I have to ?? seating arrangements provide more visuals He had a teacher that came and saw

S
O
T

him during the day in addition to the pull o u t . So I had to work with the other teacher, other
staff, social worker, resource teachers. Collect data for that student in order to provide what he
needed. It was a 2nd grader and I had a split which was even harder to accommodate it was just
now to differentiate for 2nd grade it was to differentiate for a 2nd and a 3rd grade. Plus a student
with special needs.
Is there anything you would like to add about your experience with NCLB or diversity or
inclusion classes?
Well I think with NCLB I understand the reasoning behind it that it is to have certified
teachers in the classroom the part that I could not understand is how you can take out

S
o
t
^

of the classroom a teacher that is been teaching 20 some years and have experience just
because that teacher cannot take a test or pass the test has difficulty in that area then
put a teacher in the classroom a sub with no teaching experience just because of NCLB.
So I think it's the reasoning behind it I think is good to provide , to make sure all
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students taught by a certified teacher but its kinda like, Ok you're going to take and
remove a teacher with experience out of class and bring in a sub with no experience. I
don't think that's in the best interest of the students. So yes, it has its ups and downs.

Interview 2
How long have you been teaching?
This is my 24 year.
What grades do you/have you taught?
5th, 2nd, 3rd, and title one reading
Did your classroom change as a result of NCLB? If so, how?
I started title one reading about the time no child left behind came in. So, my classroom
I wasn't a classroom teacher, as soon as no child left behind required a reading degree,
then I could no longer be a reading teacher and I went back to the classroom so it has
been about 3 years, since no child left behind.
Would you say that just administratively or that the school has addressed things differently as a
school because of it?
Absolutely.
Our whole data team process has started as a result from that. So what we do is we take
test that we take. Units tests for reading and they do the CBM testing, 1 minute tests for
reading and we take those results and we sit down with them and decide what kids are
at risk and what kids need to have additional help as a result of those tests. Those data
teams started probably 4 years ago.
What role does ISAT play in your classroom?
We often times do the ISAT practice starting in January. Just practice taking tests that
have the same kind questions and same kind of format. Now that kids that don't do well
on the tests is usually because they are not used to the format of the test. When they
are used to it they do better.
Did the implementation of NCLB affect the way you teach science and social studies? If so how?
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No
Do you think the amount of time put into science and social studies is different as a result of
NCLB?

Sap'
'mu/

No
What kinds of diversity do you have in your classroom?
I have a lot of different cultures in my classroom. As far as ability diversity is that what

i

we talking about? I have 5 black kids, 12 white kids, 3 hispanic .That kind of diversity.
Kids that have academic IEP I have one and 3 language IEP. But they don't have English
as a second language.
What does differentiation mean to you?
What it means is I should really take that one kid with an IEP when he's not with other
teachers take lessons and make them simplified instead of having an open ended
question give them true or false questions. Mutiple choice type questions so they can
succeed.
Would you say differentiation plays a role in your classroom? If so how?

nmt>

W

Not enough, absolutely not enough
Would you classify your classroom as an inclusion classroom? Why or why not?
yes
Have you ever worked in a non-inclusion class? What was that experience like?
no
Is there anything you would like to add about your experience with NCLB or diversity or
inclusion?
Personally the NCLB theory is great, but goal of having 100% of the students meet or
exceed the expectations is ridiculous.

Interview 3
w
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How long have you been teaching?
24 years
What grades do you/have you taught?
1st and 4th
Did your classroom change as a result of NCLB?
Definitely-it changed a great deal because the pressure we feel as teachers was passed
on to the kids, plus our curriculum changed we were so geared to teaching in a way that
kids would be prepared to take standardized tests. Like all of our unit tests are ISAT prep
format. Kids specially moving into 4th grade, Just seeing how into grades kids are I think
was not quite that important before NCLB
What role does ISAT play in your classroom?
All year long we've talked about the fact that you take ISATS you've been in here during
Math time and so lots of that oral mental math we have done. I've always pointed out
that that will serve them well when it came ISAT time, and of course the last couple
weeks have spent a lot of time doing practice tests, going through some of the ISAT
Coach materials in preparation. The benchmark test and the other tests have an ISAT
format so the kids are familiar with how to take an ISAT test as far as how to answer it
we have talked about test strategy.
Did the implementation of NCLB affect the way you teach science and social studies? If so how?
Previous to NCLB which was previous to adopting a more rigid LUX step reading
curriculum in 1st grade I had always taught whatever my science and social studies unit
was I had already brought reading into it so as far as preparation it was a lot more work
for me. I had to get a lot more reading material above grade level, at grade level, below
grade level whatever was appropriate for the given kids. But also touched on whatever
Science or Social Studies topic I was teaching. I felt prior to adopting a more rigid basal
curriculum I was much more integrated. I know I taught a lot a lot more science and
social studies than I do now because of the time element. The reading takes so much
more time every day a good hour and throw he writing in there also. I know I'm not
teaching everything to have enough time for the Science and Social Studies to the depth
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I would like to. But I must say that this reading curriculum but its 1 day a week a lot of
readers have really good content like this past week the each group did have a story
that was non fiction and did very heavy into the science and social studies topic it fit
W
v»e/
W

with into the anthology.
What sorts of things do you do with the level readers?
There's not alot of time so my higher level kids work pretty independently with them. I
just touch base with them. They usually have a vocabulary sheet higher level kids have
along with the regular vocabulary sheet that everyone else has. The additional high level

w

vocabulary of the higher level readers. The at level and below level have the same
vocabulary that will be in the anthology story for the week. And whatever our reading
stratagies and targets might be they might have to do a venn diagram to compare or
contrast for the story. So usually have one other activity they might have to do. Its
usually a one day deal, they get done a little later in the week.
What kinds of diversity do you have in your classroom?
Well above grade level to well below grade level. I have 2 kids in particular that I would
probably say are operating at a 2nd grade level in math and reading. One is a little
stronger oral reader but his comprehension is very poor. So then I've got kids who are
probably almost a middle school level. Most definitely a middle school level as far as
reading and comprehension.

w
What does differentiation mean to you?
vw'

Taking whatever topic it is we are studying and try to do it a level that the child can be
able to access it in their ability level. The level readers really help in that regards but the
low level readers are still really challenging readers in here. As far as science and social
studies just because of time elements I can't do a lot of diversity although I dole out
extra concepts and vocabulary because the higher level kids are going to grasp onto that
and run with it. Teaching what the curriculum has and trying to enrich it for the kids who
are ready for a little more enrichment. In math of course, my kids who are really

W

struggling go with Mrs. Lenz and are working on. She works with whatever we are
working on in the classroom as much as possible but some of their basic skills are so
lacking that she is trying really to get them stronger in their basic skills so that they can
do more of what we are doing in the class. So she's kinda doing that in here.
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What qualifies a child to go with her?
1 child has an IEP in math so he definitely gets to go. The other ones based on testing
that we've done in their classroom work . Allows them to go because of the struggles
they have.
Would you say differentiation plays a role in your classroom? If so how?
I'd say a medium again because of time. Because of their structure of the basal program.
Grammar and spelling and writing are all taught. I'd say writing is definitely just because
its writing and you can't just take a kid who's really having a hard time writing a
sentence and expect him to do a 5 paragraph essay. That is just more differentiated
based on their ability levels of what they are able to do. But as far as reading we
expected to be if this is unit 5 week 1 day 1, were expected to do that kinda stuff. You

w

know I wish that I could do more differentiation but just because of the curriculum
we've got and how boxed up it i s , it itself is differentiated., but I think I could do more if
I was doing my own thing.
Your saying that writing is more differentiated. Are the students more providing what they are
they getting more expectations, graded differently because of expectations?
They are not really graded differently but you know if you have a particular writing
prompt to have the same piece that a particularly gifted writer would have so I accept
more from them and I try to celebrate the things with them like, oh you remembered
you got all you credits in here this week. You got that punctuation that you needed at
the beginning of every sentence. Read this back to your self does it make sense. You
know a lot of the struggling writers you know they are putting things on the paper but it
doesn't always make sense. So just getting them to read what they've written. I love
writing because it's one of those things you can pick up and work with the kid right
where they are. You know you have to move from where they are more toward where
you want them to go but it just doesn't. You know like in all the subjects they do what
they can do and we just try to move them ahead.

w
w

So do you just get to work individually with the students on writing and stuff like that?
Yes, I move around a little when they're writing and look at what they're doing.
Sometimes I take them over to the table and say let's look at this and give them ideas.
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You've seen some of the ones. You can imagine they need a little bit more
encouragement. A little more hand holding in order to get something on the paper that
makes sense and addresses the topic.

'mm/

Would you classify your classroom as an inclusion classroom? Why or why not?
Yes-Most everyone is included for most everything the only exclusion would be the
support kids who do need the math there are the lower functioning kids who I do need

W

to stay near when they are doing math. But then since you've been here has been a
great help. But as far as, there are a couple who do go in the morning when I'm
explaining grammar especially early in the week when I'm telling what the grammar
lesson on, what were working on for the week. They're here for the whole class
explanation but then they also go in with an assistant and she goes over that with them
and maybe starts their homework with them so they can have an opportunity to have a

Sam/

better grasp on whatever element it is we're working on. But pretty much a lot of the
teaching is whole class teaching.
Have you ever worked in a non-inclusion class? What was that experience like?
Years ago at the beginning of my teaching career there were kids who were pulled out
for a much greater degree of the day then what I see now. There have been kids who
are definitely more special Ed and keep them in our class like music and PE that were
not in our classroom but I have to say actually in the last 25 years we have been moving
toward inclusion. More so all the time. One year many years ago I had a hearing

'mm/

impaired child, he had a special aide that signed to him. So it includes kids with greater

W

needs and then just some academic short comings.

mm/
Sam/

Is there anything you would like to add about your experience with NCLB or diversity or
inclusion?
I think IMCLB is not but came about by lawmakers who really didn't work in a classroom
with children. I'm sure in some ways it has helped teachers in schools because it has
made us more accountable more aware of what is expected, but I think the expectation
that all children will read I think this year is 95%. It's ridiculous because all kids don't
have the same abilities. It would be nice if lawmakers would have parents responsible
and have them all ready to come to school when they enter kindergarten. So they're in a
more level playing field but you know kids come to school on a very unlevel playing

'em/
Smm>
'mm/
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field. Some kids are entering on a high reading level other kids enter without even
knowing how to write their names. So you have to take them where they are and try to
move them ahead. And we do move them ahead but you know to say that 95% of them
will be at the expected level in a given year is kinda ludacris.

interview 4
What grades do you/have you taught?
This is my 34th year. My first year I taught 3rd and 4th grade, then I taught 4th grade for
2 years, then I taught 6th, 7th and 8th, in a private school in Colorado. Then I taught 6th
grade for 2 years in a public school in Colorado. Then I taught High School behavior
disorder kids for a year then I taught 6th, 7th, and 8th graders in Wheaton, IL and for the
last 26 years I have been teaching 5th grade. 26 years in a row here in DeKalb, finally
settled down
Did your classroom change as a result of NCLB? If so,how?
Well the biggest change would be some of the students who we received after another
school did not meet the standards for 3 years. The 3rd year the parents are given choice
as to what school and so we've gotten children. I've gotten children in my classroom
and that effects me a lot as that the children I got were the most challenging children 2
years in a row. So it did affect my classroom a lot. Other than that NCLB hasn't really
affected me.
What role does ISAT play in your classroom?
Well we do a lot of ISAT practice to help kids get ready for their ISAT tests. Our new
addition to my comment would be our reading series which is ISAT designed to help the
students better prepare for ISATs and so instead of for example having reading practice
we've been doing reading activities all year long that are getting the kids ready for ISAT
tests.
Did the implementation of NCLB affect the way you teach science and social studies? If so how?
Not at all. In the past, we switch for Science and Social Studies and in the past we had
45- 50 minutes for science and social studies for each class. This year it's 25 minutes
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Mon- Thu and 50 min on Fri. So there's a reduction in minutes only this year. In previous
years we had whole 45- 50 minute periods.
Why was the time reduced?
To fit the schedules, music, library and the amount of minutes required for reading,
writing and math. The amount of minutes for reading, writing, and math are so large
that this is the maximum amount we were allowed to fit in.
Who requires the reading, writing, and math amount?
It's a district amount of minutes.
What kinds of diversity do you have in your classroom?

w

We have very diverse classrooms at Brooks School. It can kinda of vary a little bit from
class to class. This year the Asian population is a lot lower then it has been other years.
Our African American population is double what DeKalb's is, what the school districts is.
So we have double African Americans in our classes. The University adds to that

W

diversity we get people from all different countries coming to DeKalb to study at the
University. Principal once did a study and found that there were just over 100 languages
spoken in DeKalb.
So do you have kids in your class that speak other languages besides English?
At home yes, that would be Spanish for the most part and I have 1 boy whose mom is
from Cambodia. So they speak Cambodian but its English and Cambodian.

I try to get

the kids to understand to be open and honest with their parents. There have been some

've/

kids who go home and speak a 2nd language and they have tried to kind of use that to
keep information from their parents. Like a bad grade or whatever. So I try to get them
to be honest and open so that it wouldn't really affect them then.
How are English Language Learners addressed as a language in this school?
We don't have any ESL kids in our school. If we did they would be sent to a different
school. We don't have anyone who has language as a barrier in the whole school.
What does differentiation mean to you?
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A way to meet the needs of all the students trying to bring the lower kids up to the
standard and at the same time trying to set higher standards for the top kids. Although
III does say we don't have any academically talented kids we just have AT programs but
we don't have any AT (Academically talented) programs anymore. They were pull out
programs. They would work with an AT teacher. That ended 10-15 years ago. So it's up
to the classroom teacher to teach the high end as best as you can.
Would you say differentiation plays a role in your classroom? If so how?
It does as much as you can, it's a challenge as one person, to teach 27 kids. I teach an
algebra unit and I am allowing, I take the high, top kids to participate in that, but then I
open it up to other kids too.
Would you classify your classroom as an inclusion classroom? Why or why not?
No-2 students with lEPs but they need extra help in reading and extra time on tests but
other than those 2 , 1would not describe it as an inclusion classroom.
Have you ever worked in an inclusion class? What was the experience like?
Yes- my previous school at Clinton-Rosette we had lots of kids who were main streamed
for different reasons. We had handi-cap children who were put in our classrooms.
Physical disabilities we had autistic kids with different levels of autism. We had kids that
part of their IEP was to be mainstreamed part of the day mainly for the social
interaction time with peers.

How would you say the classrooms were different being in a non-inclusion class to an inclusion
classroom? What was that experience like?
Well those kids had a chance to see kids who had some type of disability and we worked
to get them to appreciate the differences, appreciate all kids and we actually had a
program called learning about handicaps and it was amazing how those kids would
gravitate to anyone who had some sort of physical need. They were always the first one
to push a kid around in a wheelchair or carry their books. So the program was very
helpful to help kids mainstream into a regular classroom as well as have the other kids
appreciate them for the differences they added to the classroom.
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Would you say that in this school that you're not an inclusion school because there just are not
kids with disabilities or that you take them out and put them somewhere else?
No we don't have the kids with physical disabilities the other 5th grade class has more
kids with lEP's and they're working with the special education teacher so they're not
split up into too many locations Work with each of the IEP kids in the different grade
levels and if you double the classrooms they have to cover too many different bases. It
works better to have them centrally located in the classroom as per grade level. As far
W

as management it works better that way.
Is there anything you would like to add about your experience with NCLB or diversity or
inclusion?
NCLB was originally presented to teachers at NIU in the Carl Sandberg auditorium I will

W

never forget the presentation , I don't know if it was a power point or just an overhead,
but they had the list of the years and the percentage of the students that would meet or
exceed. And every year that percentage goes up and that by the year 2016, I believe,
that we would be at 100% of our students making benchmark. Either meet or exceed on
the ISAT tests. I will never forget the eruption that the crowd made when they saw that
eventually our students will become perfect. Because we all knew how unrealistic that
was, and to see the gains or the small gains that we have made at this time in 2012
probably we are to be at about 80% and were still sitting at about the same percentage
we started. It's a little bit better than it was when this whole NCLB started. We as
teachers all pretty much agree that we're not dealing with factory parts and we can't
compare it to like working the piece rate system where we get our pay by determining
how many of these we build. These are humans where some are a lot more motivated
then others and there's some we have not been able to reach no matter how hard we
try.

w
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Overarching Themes from Interviews
NCLB
•

•

Diversity
There are greater requirements to

•

Race, origin

have a teaching position , which has

•

lEPs

lead to some teachers moving

•

above/below grade level

Lots of benchmark testing to see if
the students are on par and who
needs assistance

Subjects
•

Less time is spend in science and

•

Singling out at risk students

•

Working in teams

•

ISAT practice

through reading w/ basals, but don't

•

Unrealistic to have 100% meet or

take it any further then reading the

exceed

text

social studies
•

Touch on science in social studies

•

Change curriculum

•

Emphasizing grades

approached

•

Moving schools

curriculum into a single discipline

Differentiation
•

English proficiency/reading levels

•

Grouping students

•

IEP accommodations

•

Challenging advanced kids

•

Used to have an interdisciplinary
but

forced

by

basal unit

Inclusion
•

Students with lEPs in class, learning
disabilities

•

Accommodations

•

Students pulled out for instruction

•

Students with physical disabilities or

w

are ELL are sent to other schools
•

Students taking care of one another
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